

To:  	Ellie Geiman, Chair
        	Michael Poma, Chair-Elect 

From:	Barbara J. Williams, Historian

Date:	June 15, 2009

Re:  	Historical Committee End-of Year Report 

The year now ending was unprecedented for the profession.  As the economic downturn took hold and settled in, newly implemented regulatory changes took on even greater dimension and combined to change the face of financial aid. The deepening crisis created a vacuum across the industry as job losses swelled within our ranks.  Many of our colleagues found themselves in precarious if not career-ending circumstances.  The Historical Committee did not escape the new reality. The Committee has been decimated by attrition.  Long-time Committee Chair, Jacqui Daughtry-Miller stepped down as planned in December; she has since left the profession. Due to changes in circumstances or the press of other commitments, members Sam Magrone, Dr. Herm Davis and Gary Spoales have left the Committee. The status of remaining members Cheryl Watson and Kenneth Howard is unknown for the coming year.  
The good news is that Committee goals and targeted tasks for the year were completed.  The dedication and hard work of the members who brought us to this place is to be commended.  The work ahead will be all the easier for the foundation built by these seasoned professionals.  My task as new Chair is to continue that legacy and ensure that the history of our unique organization is archived and readily accessible to those seeking guidance and prospective for the future. 

Accomplished
• Files Updated - New records were incorporated into existing historical files.
• New files transferred to climate controlled environs of the Delaware Historical Society (DHS)–   
   $500 honorarium provided Society
• Chair selected – Barbara Williams 

Looking Ahead
I look forward to serving as Committee Chair in the coming year. The challenge will be to secure committee members. Toward that end I will ask for review and amendment of Article XVI of Association By-Laws. 

My thanks to the Executive Board for its embrace and support during my transition into the Chair position. 
~ www.dedcmdasfaa.org ~
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