MDASFAA has been busy over the Summer and into the start of this school year. In July, we had several volunteers helping the Orioles Wives Club in their annual food drive. Our volunteers were stationed at the entrances to the stadium at the start of the game to collect non-perishable food items and cash donations for the Maryland Food Bank. In early September, we also volunteered for the Maryland Food Bank’s collection at the annual Maryland Seafood Festival near Annapolis; and in November we will be sending volunteers to collect canned goods at a Ravens football game.

We have started several other projects as well. We are setting the dates for our Counselor Workshops, which target high school guidance counselors across the state for training about how and when to complete a FAFSA, what a FAFSA is, and the types of financial aid Maryland offers. The Workshops are generally held in early December at locations covering as much of the state as possible. In mid-December, we will also be doing our annual broadcast of “You CAN Afford College” at the Maryland Public Television studio. Our goal is to beat last year’s record-breaking number of 178 people assisted by phone and Twitter during the one-hour broadcast.

In November, just before Thanksgiving, we will be sponsoring a bus trip to New York City for members and their family and friends. In addition to being a great day of fun, it is also a chance to network with colleagues in a truly informal setting.

At this time, we have not started planning our events and activities for the Spring, but we hope to have just as much participation for those when the time comes.



                                                             
