Welcome to the board
Thank you for giving me the opportunity to serve as Chair for TriState.  As this time got closer and I had things to do for the retreat, I thought to myself what have I done.  With all the changes in federal law, more responsibility at work, more students needing aid how am I going to be able to serve the association the way it deserves.  Well…..I looked at the members of the board and the committee chairs and I thought this won’t be so bad….on this board there are some of the best financial aid people in the country….how could I go wrong.  I actually laughed because I attend meetings in people’s offices where their desks are clean….I always say to myself are you kidding me what do they really do….they have great people who work with them.  I know this is what we have here on this board great people who work together.  I know we are not always going to agree but we are professionals and will be able to compromise for the good of the association.
My goals are:
· to continue with trying to get more financial aid professionals involved in the association and committees.  
· to continue to talk to our federal representatives on Capitol Hill about the need for funding for our students and to decrease the burden on financial aid professionals
· to make the duties of each committee chair and elected official on the Tri-State Executive Board easier to access to maybe entice the other members to run for elections 
· to begin discussion on other types of training events to support the membership.    
Some ideas for training:
· Getting a conversation with local/state representatives
· Software assistance for our members
· More specialized training in particular areas to help enhance financial aid professionals jobs
· Software training done via web by other schools


 
