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Federal Relations Committee
2010-2011 Year End Report

The Federal Relations Committee has had an active and successful year!   We can’t thank our committee members enough for their participation and support, and we thank the Chair for the opportunity to serve our association.   We supported our overall objective well this year, which was the education and involvement of the membership and of legislators on Title IV statutory and regulatory issues and the impact on our students.  We accomplished much on our individual objectives as well.

1) We held two major events/activities.  

We held our second annual Legislative Briefing with Hill Staffers in November 2011. Our response was very good.  We had 44 financial aid administrators confirm, up from 34 last year.   Senator Mikulski’s office sponsored the event again and we had representatives from 6 Congressional Offices attend.   Both NASFAA’s president, Justin Draeger, and NASFAA’s new chair of Federal Relations, Megan McLean, were in attendance.    We put together a panel of local financial aid administrators representing the various sectors and their presentations were very well received.   Each attendee at the Briefing and the staffers received a Briefing Document with a summary of a few select legislative issues, an attendees list, and the staffers received several student letters thanking the legislators for their support.   We achieved our goal of providing a forum to begin a conversation between the legislators and the Tri-State FA community.

We had a Hill Visits activity in April.   This activity was highly successful.  We met with the staffers supporting the Education Subcommittees which was very productive and a “first” for us.  We met with representatives of several members on the House and Senate Education Subcommittees (Senate: Mikulski (MD), and House:  Petri (WI), Platts (PA), and Fox (NC)), which were very productive as well.    We also met with a representative from Senator Carper’s office (DE).

2) Other Activities/Goals

The FRC updated the DE, DC, and MD representatives to Congress on our website after the elections, adding fax numbers and noting Education Committee members.     We sent regular emails via the Tri-State listserv to member schools about regulatory and statutory Title IV issues on the horizon.

To support our goal to encourage and support the membership to become more actively involved, in addition to the events, we encouraged local FAAs to go to Negotiated Rulemaking Sessions and Public Hearings.  We encouraged experienced FAAs to be nominated for Negotiator positions.  Rich Heath, a longtime FRC member, was selected to be a Negotiator again.   We also encouraged the community to respond to NPRMs, and to write to Congress as relevant issues arose.  

We continue to establish and build relationships with our representatives at Congress.  This year we we made good progress with this objective through our Legislative Briefing and the Hill Visits activity.   We continue to try to coordinate politically with other Associations to see how we can help, because we’re located here in the DC metro area.  
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