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DE-DC-MD Federal Relations Committee Report
February 23, 2011
Legislative Briefing Event:

We accomplished our main priority for this year which was to host our second Legislative Briefing Event on the Hill.    The event was held on 11/16/10 and was a success again.   Senator Mikulski’s Office sponsored the event again and representatives from 6 Congressional Offices attended – from the offices of:

· Senator Cardin (D - MD)
· Senator Carper (D -DE)

· Senator Sanders (D-VT)

· Representative Cummings (D – MD – 7th district)

· Representative Van Hollen (D – MD – 8th district)

· Representative Petri (R – WI – 6th district)  
Representative Petri is a member of the House Committee on Education and Labor so it was terrific that his staffer attended, and he was very engaged as well.  We had 44 financial aid administrators confirm though there were several weren’t able to make it at the last minute.  Both NASFAA’s president, Justin Draeger, and NASFAA’s new chair of Federal Relations, Megan McLean, were in attendance.   
We were very pleased with this outcome from the legislative offices, in particular given that it is an election year.   Participation by our community was up over last year’s number of 30 attendees.  We began the briefing with a “FA 101” for the staffers so they have a sense of what financial aid is, how it’s administered, and the application process for students.  The briefing included a panel consisting of experienced Tri-State members of our local FA community assigned to represent their sectors – community college, public, private, proprietary, and HBCU.  They did a fantastic job!  We were able to open up to the floor for questions at the end.   Each attendee at the Briefing and the staffers received a Briefing Document with a summary of a few select Title IV legislative issues, attendees list, and the staffers received several student letters thanking the legislators for their support!

NASFAA let us know that they felt that this approach, the Legislative Briefing, is exactly the right approach to take to build relationships.  It isn’t pushing a particular position but offering to educate, and then when we feel an issue is of particular importance we’ll have earned credibility.  It was very encouraging to hear this.  The new director of federal relations also offered to participate in our conference calls if that would support us!
Hill Visits:
We’re planning Hill Visits for Wednesday, April 6, 2011.
Other Goals:
We’re continuing with our other goals and objectives as outlined.   The position paper was developed for 2010-11 for the Legislative Briefing, and is being updated for the Hill Visits.   We’ve updated the Tri-State website for new legislative information based on the 2010 election results (updates currently with Katherine!).   There were many changes to the education committees.   Several Tri-State emails have gone out this year from the FRC to keep the membership informed on federal issues, and support them to respond to NPRMs and calls for comment.  
Respectfully submitted,
Ginny Zawodny and Dawn Mosisa

~ www.dedcmdasfaa.org ~
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