MDASFAA has had an interesting Fall, from social networking to training to outreach. In November, we took a bus trip to New York City. MDASFAA members and their families spent the day enjoying the sights and sounds of the city just before Thanksgiving---shopping, eating, and sightseeing. Several members had made arrangements for a surprise tea party at the “American Girl” store, and their daughters smiled the whole trip home! We also had ice skaters on the rink at Rockefeller Center, and lots of walking, walking, walking. 
In December, we had two projects that were both quite successful. We conducted five Counselor Workshops over a two-week period. They were held across the state, from the Eastern Shore to the Western mountains, and school counselors from all Maryland public and private schools were invited to participate.  Workshop attendees were treated to a basic overview of financial aid information, with information provided about both state and Federal options available.
We also worked with the Maryland Public Television stations to air a show called “You Can Afford College”. During the broadcast of a taped program about, again, the basics of financial aid, there were “live” financial aid administrators answering phone calls, tweets, and e-mails from people across the state. During the one-hour broadcast, we helped 178 people! If you would like to see the show that was aired, go to mpt.org/ycac 
We have a few Spring projects planned and are working on some other possibilities as well. First, we plan to form the “MDASFAA Team” to join the “Pound for Pound Challenge” associated with the tv program, “The Biggest Loser”. Participants sign up online and pledge the number of pounds they want to lose, then area food banks are given that number of pounds of food by one of the sponsoring companies. There’s no cost to the “team”, food banks get their shelves stocked, hopefully people are motivated to actually lose the weight they pledge, so it’s a win-win for everyone.
At our Spring Conference on March 15, we plan to hold a drive to collect money and school supplies for the third grade classes at an inner-city elementary school in Baltimore. Called “Dollars for Scholars”, we’ll be encouraging everyone to donate either  a dollar in cash or a dollar’s worth of supplies.
On April 9, we will have volunteers at the Maryland Food Bank, helping to process and pack food for needy people in our area; and there will possibly be another volunteer event  for the Food Bank in conjunction with the Baltimore Orioles baseball team in the Summer.
The final thing on the schedule at this time is working with the Maryland Public Television stations to answer phones during one of their pledge drives, but we’re always on the lookout for more ways to get involved!
