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Legislative Briefing Event:

Our main priority for this year to date is the planning for our second Legislative Briefing Event on the Hill.    The event will be held on 11/16/10.   To date we have 16 financial aid administrators confirmed to attend plus a representative from NASFAA.   We have opened up the registration beyond the director level due to the light response.   To date we have 5 confirmations from Congressional Office – all local DE and MD.  We believe the responses have been slow coming in due to the elections and we are beginning proactive outreach now since the elections are past.
We’ll begin the briefing with a “FA 101” for the staffers so they have a sense of what financial aid is, how it’s administered, and the application process for students.  The briefing will include a panel consisting of experienced members of our local FA community assigned to represent their sectors – community college, public, private, proprietary, and HBCU.  Each attendee at the Briefing will receive a Briefing Document with a summary of a few select Title IV legislative issues, attendees list, and hopefully some student letters thanking the legislators for their support.  

Our goal is to provide the forum for a conversation between the legislators and the Tri-State FA community.  We wanted to create the opportunity for members to ask questions, answer questions that the staffers have, and just have a general “get to know you” conversation.   Our hope is to forge those relationships on the Hill so that the staffers would reach out to us when they have Title IV questions prior to the drafting of legislations – when we can really have an impact.   We hope that our members who attend will hear from the staffers.   We would like to host this event annually.
Other Goals:
We’re continuing with our other goals and objectives as outlined including creating a “position paper”, Hill Visits, updating legislator information on the website, a DL panel to support transition (if legislation is passed), and Hill Visits in the Spring.   Several Tri-State emails have gone out this year from the FRC to keep the membership informed on federal issues, and support them to respond to NPRMs and calls for comment.  
Respectfully submitted,
Ginny Zawodny and Dawn Mosisa
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