[image: image1.jpg]DE-DC Association of Student Financial Aid Administrators
MD





DE-DC-MD Federal Relations Committee Report
March 10, 2010
Negotiated Rulemaking:
One of our longtime FRC members and leaders, Rich Heath, was selected to serve as a Negotiator on this year’s Program Integrity table.     Rich did a terrific job representing his sector and reaching out to the committee and many colleagues for input and representation.   The outcome is below:
Issue:







Consensus Reached?
Definittion of High School Diploma




Yes

Ability to Benefit






Yes


Mirepresentation of Information





Yes

Incentive Compensation





No

State Authorization as a Component of Institutional Elig.


No

Gainful Employment in a Recognized Occupation



No

Definition of a Credit Hour





Yes

Agreements Between Institutions of Higher Education



Yes

Verification of Information Included on Student Aid Apps


Yes

Satisfactory Academic Progress





Yes

Retaking Coursework






Yes

R2T4:  Term-based Programs with Modules




No

R2T4:  Taking Attendance





No

Disbursements of Title IV Funds





Yes

Meeting on the Hill with Representative Donna Edwards (MD - 4th)
Representatives met with a staffer from Donna Edwards Office on Thursday, March 4, 2010 to review the basics of the main financial aid issues being discussed. It went well.   Our goal was begin building a relationship, to educate and to let the staffer know that if/when they need information on financial aid issues that they can reach out to our Federal Relations Committee and if we don’t know the answer, we can certainly find a financial aid professional in our membership who does.   We believe we achieved these goals.  
Other Goals:
We are unable to continue proceed with a Hill Visits event this year due to budget constraints, after having spent our budget on our first annual Legislative Briefing Event on the Hill this past Fall.  We have created an FRC Issues Document for this year and updated it once already.  We are continuing with our goals to update legislator information on the website and keeping the membership informed on federal issues.  
Respectfully submitted,
Ginny Zawodny and Dawn Mosisa

~ www.dedcmdasfaa.org ~
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