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Chair Report
November 8, 2009
We last met as an Executive Board via conference call in August.  As mentioned in a follow-up listserv message, we will be proposing and voting on a by-law change at the conference.  In addition, we discussed the award and nomination forms and used the new forms this past fall.

I am excited to announce the association had another successful NEOPYHTE workshop.  We had 28 registrants for the week long training.  The Federal Relations event in Washington, DC was a big step in opening communication lines with our Congressman.  Both events were well attended by the membership.  You can read more about each of these under the respective committee reports.
In October I attended the EASFAA Executive Board meeting.  More to come from EASFAA, however, a membership vote will be coming in the winter/spring regarding an upcoming by-law change.  I also attended NEOPHYTE and had time to sit down with our “rising” new members of our association.  In addition, as chairs asked for assistance, I provided the necessary support to each of them.  We are well on our way to a good year.
We see a trend continue with this conference; we have 16 sessions available, not including general sessions, and speakers were difficult to find.  Once finalized, the agenda has four sessions conducted by the Department of Education, three sessions conducted by school members and nine sessions conducted by vendors.  When planning started, the committee was planning for three sessions from the Department, seven from schools and six from vendors.  We are very concerned, because future events can be in jeopardy when it becomes difficult to find presenters.  As an example, we did have to cancel one training in June 2009 due to no presenters.
In closing, as I’ve told the board, I am honored to lead our association.  Our committees are at work planning the upcoming year.  Keep an eye on the listserv for announcements regarding upcoming training sessions, volunteer opportunities and networking events.  We are only as strong as our membership, thank you in advance for your support and your institutions support of the association.
Respectfully submitted,

Michael Poma
~ www.dedcmdasfaa.org ~
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