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November 8, 2009
Greetings from Maryland Association of Student Financial Aid Administrators:

I hope everyone had a great start to the 2009-2010 academic year!  The Maryland Committee has been preparing for our fall events.  
The MD Committee met on September 30th at Anne Arundel CC, Arundel Mills campus for our first meeting!  We discussed many of the events we would like to continue depending on time, participation, and resources.
I want to thank all the members of the Maryland Committee for their hard work! We had a successful year and we hope to do the same for 09-10!  Stephanie Bender, member and past MD President, has changed professions.  We will miss her contributions and wish her the best of luck in her new career path.

MD Committee is preparing for our first community service event of the year.  We are working with the Maryland Food Bank to create a virtual food drive.  Members will have the ability to donate money to buy certain foods needed.  We were unable to secure a date on-site, however, we hope to participate in the spring.  MD Committee is also receiving instruction from EASFAA and Community Service Day.  EASFAA would like to schedule a day where each state volunteers at a soup kitchen.  More details to come!  We may also host a blood drive.  MD Committee will gather more details
We will be hosting the School Counselor Workshops at locations throughout Maryland.  Just a note, we renamed the Workshop this year from HS Guidance Counselor Workshop to School Counselor Workshop.  For the first time ever, we will have online registration!  MD Committee will continue to mail flyers, however, we will email all MD public schools.  Here is the list of schools and dates: 
December 3 – CCBC Essex – Ginny Zawodny

December 7 – Hood College – Margherite Powell/David Adams (Admissions)

December 9 – Allegany College – Vicky Smith (in coordination with Cissy Van Sickle at Garrett College and Angie Hovatter at Frostburg State University)

December 11 – Harford Community College/Cecil College at the HEAT Center – Amy Spinnato (HCC) and Kate Lockhart (Cecil)

December 11 – Chesapeake College – Mindy Schaffer

It’s bowling time!!!  Holiday bowling will be held on December 11 at Bowl America in Glen Burnie, MD.  It’s free to all members, but $12/person for any guests.  Each member will can play 3 games!  Please encourage members to join us!   
It’s official!  “You Can Afford College” produced by MPT (Maryland Public Television) will continue to play two half-hour videos presenting generic financial aid options.  MPT received a new budget and they are in the process of interviewing and re-taping!  This should include interviews with Directors in FA and the Maryland Higher Education Commission (regarding MD State scholarships and grants).  During this time ‘live operators’ (aid administrator volunteers) will be available to answer viewer questions.  
We hope to continue Bill 2 Law Day in Annapolis, Maryland with the Maryland Higher Education Commission (MHEC).  The event includes a presentation and lunch at MHEC, ride into downtown Annapolis, observing an actual session, and a meeting with a legislator.  More details to come!
As this is my final year as MD President, I’m in the process of making a book for the next MD President.  It would be nice to pass “something” over to the new person.  
Respectfully Submitted,

Nasim Keshavarz
MD ASFAA President
