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DE-DC-MD Federal Relations Committee 

2008-2009 End of the Year Report

First, we would like to thank the members of this past year’s Federal Relations Committee for all their hard work and support!   They are:

Rich Heath (AACC), Stephanie Johnson (UMBC), Pat Moore (DTCC), Beth McSweeney (PNC), Angie Hovatter (Frostburg State), Kerri Mosley (JDC), Ingrid Valentine (Walden), Tara Yancy (Nat’l Ed), Ginny Zawodny (CCBC), Kiyona Miah (Morgan), Katherine Buster (UMBC), and Stephanie Southerland (Ubalt).

We also want to thank the Chair and the Executive Board for the opportunity to serve the membership this year.

Activities/Events - based on our goals for the year:

1) Keeping Membership Informed

This year we sent out 21 emails to the membership, informing them of regulatory and legislative activity and related training opportunities.  

2) Encouraging Participation In The Federal Process  
· Public Hearing in DC for Negotiated Rulemaking (Oct). 

· The FRC presented at Fall Conference on “Make Your Voice Count”, a practical session on how to respond to an NPRM on the web.   

· Lobbyist Buddy Blakey joined one of our FRC meetings to brief us on Hill activity surrounding the loan programs.

· The FRC submitted a letter to Senator Mikulski’s Office on the issue of the PLUS Loan Auction.

· The FRC submitted a letter to our Congressmen regarding the FFEL/DL loan programs. 

· The FRC drafted letters for the Chair and the State Presidents to send to Congress on the issue of the FFEL/DL programs.

· Negotiated Rulemaking event (April)

· It is noteworthy that one of our FRC members, Rich Heath (AACC), was a Negotiator at the Loan Issues table!

· Several FRC members submitted their names for consideration to participate on the Negotiated Rulemaking committee as Negotiator or NASFAA observer. 

· A major objective of the FRC committee this year was to support EASFAA’s FRC in the federal relations activity they chose to make available at the EASFAA conference in DC.  

· We postponed our plans for Hill visits and the Meet & Greet With Hill Staffers to next year due in order to support EASFAA’s plans.

3. Collaborate Closely With EASFAA and NASFAA  
As mentioned above, a major objective of our committee this past year has been to support EASFAA’s FRC in their choice of Federal Relations activity for the EASFAA conference in May, and we provided that support.  We also had several members submit their names to NASFAA to serve as observers or specialists for NASFAA during the Negotiated Rulemaking process.
Dawn will continue on as co-chair.  Donald is stepping down but has agreed to remain on the committee!  Ginny Zawodny is stepping up to assume the co-chair position.  The current committee members have confirmed that they 

will continue to serve on the committee.  We have two new members we look forward to working with who have joined the committee for the 2009-2010 academic year -  Juliana Patterson (CSMD) and David Smedley (GW).

Again, we greatly enjoyed serving the membership as co-chairs of the Federal Relations Committee during this very important year for the financial aid community.  We both look forward to serving next year.  Thank you for the opportunity.

Sincerely,

Donald Jones and Dawn Mosisa

~ www.dedcmdasfaa.org ~
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