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As I reflect on the past year, I realize more than ever that  Tri-State is an organization of active participation -  not just a governing board.  Many unsung heroes are working behind the scenes to make Tri-State a success.

The most important thing I want to convey, as my time as Tri-State chair comes to close, is Thank You.  From training to state meetings, charity events to awards for students, we make a difference because of the people who step forward and take action. Everyone on this year’s board has done just that.  Even with the change of the financial climate, we continue to serve our members and provide networking to help with the day to day trials.

.

This has been a difficult year as new regulations for government changed the world of Financial Aid as we knew it and more changes may be in our future.  I hope that the challenges that schools, agencies and lenders face at this time will not deter us from our mission statement:
The Delaware-District of Columbia-Maryland (DE-DC-MD) Association of Student Financial Aid Administrators will provide leadership in the financial aid industry and will set new directions for the future by providing quality training for its members, offering support and resources, and promoting active participation by all members in order to serve the needs of students wishing to receive a postsecondary education. 

Our first order of business is to ensure that students can receive the education that is needed to make the world a better place.  As all of us do our daily jobs, we are making a difference even if only one student is given an opportunity to fulfill their dream of a college degree.
The wheels of Tri-State continue to turn and will in future as our New Executive Board steps to the helm under the guidance of New Chair Mike Poma.  Good Luck!

Best Regards

Ellie Geiman

Chair
~ www.dedcmdasfaa.org ~
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